Stay
Connected
22nd November 2020

PLEASE READ THIS TO KEEP INFORMED!
Dear friends,
This Sunday is Christ the King and that marks the
last Sunday in the church's year. It's also sometimes
called Stir Up Sunday, when traditionally it is the
day to make your Christmas puddings - we made
ours several weeks ago. The reason it is called Stir
Up Sunday is not just because of stirring the
Christmas pudding but because of the prayer that is
said on this Sunday. 'Stir up, O Lord, the wills of
your faithful people; that they plenteously bringing
forth the fruit of good works, may by you be
plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.' It is a prayer asking God to stir up us, wake
us up, give us a good shake that we would bring
forth good fruit. For me that starts with the fruits
of the Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self- control.
I wonder which of these you need to ask God for
this coming week? When we have these fruits of
the Spirit then many of them lead on to good works
eg. kindness and love overflow to blessing others.
As we make a Christmas pudding to share with
others so the fruits and gifts of God to us are meant
to be shared also.
The making of Christmas puddings came from the
Victorians and they had many traditions that went
with the making. One of them was that each
member of the family gave the pudding a stir and
as they did they made a wish. I wonder what you
long for in your heart as we draw close to the end

Candle of hope
During lockdown please join
us in putting a light of some
sort (maybe not a lit candle!)
in your window after dark to
shine forth the Lord's hope
and love in the darkness. So
spread the word and get others to join in.
Collect for Christ the King. Eternal Father, whose
Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in the
bond of peace, and bring the whole created order
to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

of this unique year? Yesterday I was reading
a great book on prayer by Pete Grieg called
How to Pray - I can well recommend it. He
was saying that if an angel came to you and
told you that the next day your one prayer
would be answered - what would that be?
You would certainly pray that prayer. He
also said that if the angel told you the
prayer would be answered on the 365th
day and you would need to pray each day
would you do it? Probably. Prayer is not about making wishes, it is
about asking God to be involved in a situation or a person. Also
yesterday I was challenged to pray much more specifically for people
and situations - to ask God to show me what He wanted for that
person or situation.
So on this Stir up Sunday - when many of us would prefer to
hibernate until Spring - let's wake up, be alert, get going, be all
stirred up in a good way and let's be fruitful in our lives so that we
are blessed and that we might bless others. Let's get serious about
prayer, because it works and the Lord is waiting for us to come to
Him. Use your time wisely to be blessed, to bless others and to pray.
With every blessing

xx

St Mary’s Hutton church building is open for
private prayer on Thursday 10am - 12noon.
Each session will be supervised and all seating will be at a distance of
2 metres. If you have any questions about this please contact the
wardens:
Dave Bradley 01934 814205 and Mary Potter 01934 812788.
The Red Cross has
launched a help line
for anyone that is
“feeling lonely or
worried, finding it
difficult to access
food or medication, or are concerned
about someone else who is”
Call free and confidential on 0808 196
3651 to chat to a Red Cross volunteer.
Help is offered with:
� Help with practical information
and advice.
� Emotional support.
� Connecting with local support.
� The phone line is open daily from
10am to 6pm.

The You Tube Videos and
'Stay Connected' are on
both Hutton
(http://www.stmaryshutton.
org/video.htm) and Locking
(http://www.staugustineslo
cking.org.uk/video.htm)
websites.
Go green this Christmas - if
you want to get rid of all
the plastic and throw away
rubbish, then Dunelm are
selling recyclable: crackers,
wrapping paper and gift
bags. We had the crackers
from them last year and
they were great!

NATURE NOTES
With the onset of winter and the current feelings of gloom, resignation
and despondency surrounding the second lockdown, here are a few
observations from nature to bring a little hope and encouragement:
1. The sun is always shining somewhere, it’s just that we may not be
able to see it.
2. The hazel, birch and alder catkins are already formed, waiting for
Spring.
3. Every raindrop has the potential to become a rainbow.
4. The tide may ebb, but it always flows back.
5. Dawn never fails to come.
A few years ago I wrote down an inspirational sentence from the end of a daily devotional reading and memorised it:
‘Faith is a bird that looks for the dawn and sings while it is still dark’. Then there is the passage from Romans 8, v 18-25
with the promise of restoration when Jesus returns to reign, and the wonderful Psalm 104 that causes us to ponder and
give thanks for the greatness and goodness of God through His creation. When life is hard, may we all take comfort from
God’s word, and keep looking out, and looking up. Gillian
Any Foodbank donations can be left on the doorstep of John and
Margaret Bailey, 31 Willow Drive, Hutton or Chris and Anne
Wilkins, The Vicarage, The Green, Locking, where they will be
collected and taken to the foodbank. They are in need of:
Tinned potatoes, Instant mashed potatoes
Shampoo and deodorants,
Tinned meats
Plus any other food items people want to include but please no
pasta!

“MUSTARD SEED” FAIR TRADE
COFFEE SHOP
As we begin another lock down, the
“Mustard Seed” will sadly be closed for
coffee and social gathering during
November. Hopefully we will be able to resume on Wednesday
2nd December, 10 – 12noon. Watch this space . . .
However, the FAIR TRADE goods will be
readily available to everyone through
November. Our shopping habits can be
led by our Christian values showing that
we care. We can all make a difference
to the unfairness of the world by
choosing ethically sourced products,
and the Fair Trade symbol will
guarantee safe and fair working
conditions for the growers and
producers, wherever they may be in the world. Let's be active in
helping to improve the lives of these people, and help lift them
out of poverty. We, who have so much “Let our lives mirror what is written on our hearts”. . . . .
For free delivery of any items in the Traidcraft catalogue, please
call Gill & Eric on 813716 .
Catalogues, Christmas cards & Advent Calendars all available to
order now.

Got some good news? - then why not share it here
so we can all celebrate. A special anniversary, a new
baby, an engagement, an achievement. It can be
something big or very small - if it's good news then
let us all know.

Readings for the coming week
Why not read the readings through slowly twice
and before you do ask God to speak to you today.
We are reading through the Gospel of Luke.
Sunday 22nd November Matthew 25: 31 - end
Monday 23rd November Luke 21: 1 - 4
Tuesday 24th November Luke 21: 5 - 11
Wednesday 25th November Luke 29: 12 - 19
Thursday 26th November Luke 21: 20 - 28
Friday 27th November Luke 21: 29 - 33
Saturday 28th November Luke 21: 34 - 36

Contact information
Church website www.stmaryshutton.org
www.staugustineslocking.org
Facebook ww.facebook.com/staugustineslocking/
Benefice office Tel: 01934 822857
email: huttonandlocking@gmail.com
Rev Anne Wilkins Tel: 01934 823556
email: revdannelee@yahoo.co.uk

Would you like your dog
walked?
If you live in Hutton and have a dog
which needs walking, please phone
Anne (823556) and she will put you in touch with
someone who is offering their services.
The next Stay Connected will come out on Friday
27th November. All material to huttonandlocking
@gmail.com before Wed 25th November. Thanks.

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats
on his left.
‘Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was ill and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me.”
‘Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something
to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in,

or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you ill
or in prison and go to visit you?”
‘The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.”
‘Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you
who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and
you did not clothe me, I was ill and in prison and you did not
look after me.”
‘They also will answer, “Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or ill or in prison,
and did not help you?”
‘He will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for
one of the least of these, you did not do for me.”
‘Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the
righteous to eternal life.’

Reflections on Matthew 25: 31 - end

all that there is to know and all
that can be known.

Matthew 25: 31 - end The sheep and the goats

A few weeks ago, the Manchester United footballer Marcus
Rashford was in the news. He was campaigning for free
school meals to continue throughout the October half term
and also provide support for families during the Christmas
school holidays, so that, in his words “In my mind, no child
should ever go hungry in the United Kingdom.”
(www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-54841316 8th Nov 20).
This is not something that he could have done on his own,
but using his position as a footballer, he motivated a large
swathe of the population, over 1.1 million people, to
support him to petition the government, and he won. The
BBC writes ”A winter grant scheme, to be run by councils,
will provide support with food and bills, and a holiday food
and activities programme is to be expanded. Rashford said it
would improve the lives of almost 1.7 million children. The
move represents a climbdown for the government, which
had said Universal Credit was the best way to help.”
Marcus Rashford cared for those who had no voice, those
who are helpless and on the breadline, those who were
starving and in need of food. He cared, he motivated others
and the outcome was that he won, by unlocking additional
governmental funding for those in need. It is reported that
his mother is a Christian, her values could have influenced
his actions.
This is a wonderful example of this Sunday’s Gospel reading
in action. I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you
gave me a drink.... Whenever you did one of these things to
someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to
me, says Jesus (The Message Bible). Every human is made in
God’s image and eternally loved by God. God also knows
what happens to each and every person because he cares
and loves each one of us. He is, to use the technical word,
Why does Matthew use Omniscient, which means allknowing. God is all all-knowing in
the analogy of sheep
the sense that he is aware of the
and goats? In those
days, they looked very past, present, and future.
Nothing takes him by surprise.
similar and could be
His knowledge is total. He knows
difficult to tell apart.

So God knows when we show acts
of kindness to people, maybe
through giving of food to the food
bank, supporting charities like
HoverAid who supply water
filtration kits (and medical aid) to
Madagascar, or Somewhere to Go
who help the insecurely housed in Weston, donating clothes
to a charity shop or visiting the sick in hospital or at home,
although at the present time in lockdown, a phone call is
nearly as good (or zoom, skype, facetime...).
Do these small actions make a difference? Yes, very much
so. God knows what we do and at the end of time, there will
be a reward. This will come when, remembering the
beginning of the Gospel reading, Jesus returns as a glorious
magnificent King, when there will be a sorting out of all
peoples, from those who are right with God and have shown
it by how they live their lives, the ‘sheep’ and those who
have ignored God and have shown it in how they have lived
their lives, the ‘goats’. Those who are right with God (the
‘righteous’), will be invited to be with him for ever. Geoff
wrote a bit about this last week, of knowing 100% our
guarantee of eternal life. Those who are right with God
through Jesus will show it in their lives, being motivated and
caring like Marcus Rashford, by doing something positive for
those with no voice by random acts of kindness where
nothing can be given in return, and in doing this, Jesus says
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
What about the goats in the story? Jesus says “Depart from
me....” So there will be a day of reckoning. My hope and
prayer is that all of us will be like the sheep, going to be with
Jesus for ever. Please don’t be found to be a goat at the end
of time, but be right with God through Jesus now and live
your life reflecting this hope and certainty, bringing glory to
God and showing His love to others on earth.
Chris Wilkins

Home study - take time to read the Bible
passage Matthew 25: 31 - end and reflect on
these questions:
1. Verses 31, 32 - How do you imagine what it will like
when Christ returns? Does this description change
what you have thought at all?
2. Verses 32 & 33 Why do you think Jesus uses the
image of sheep and goats? How does the idea of a
separation make you feel and why?
3. Verse 34 - What is special and different about the
sheep?
4. Verses 35 & 36 - Do we see Christ in the people
around us in need and how do we respond? Does this
verse make us feel uncomfortable and why? What
needs to change in our mind and behaviour?

5. Verse 37 - 40 - What do you notice about their response
to Jesus? How do these verses challenge us?
Take time to pray for people you see and maybe know
who are in need and see them as Jesus in need and
respond accordingly.
6. Verse 41 - 45 - Compare the response to Jesus of the
sheep and the goats? What was the difference in their
actions? How do we feel about what happened to the
goats?
7. Verse 46 - It would be be great to discuss how we gain
eternal life. Here it could be suggested that we are
saved through good works - which we know we are not.
How does this fit in with the belief that we are saved
through faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus?
Where does good works fit in with this?

On December 12th a Christmas Market Trail is
being planned in Hutton by the owner of Toot
Sweets, a food and drinks company based and
living in Hutton.
As churches we are proposing to have three stalls at times
throughout the day. There will be a home made goods stall,
with an instant Christmas present draw; a books and jigsaws
stall and a Christmas Lights display in the evening with
refreshments being given out. Profits from the lights will go
to '4 U Mandy Jones’, a charity committed to relieving those
suffering from or affected by skin cancer and those from the
stalls will go to the churches.

So, if you have any bottles, home made goodies or crafts, preserves, books, jigsaws, mince
pies, little Christmas gifts please get them to either Mary Potter (812788), Jane Barry (813802)
Sue Williams (811270) or Anne Wilkins (823556) and we’ll distribute them accordingly. If you
want things to be picked up, give one of us a ring. Full details of the Christmas Market Trail can be found in Hutton News,
Crosslinks, on Hutton Parish Council web-site and on Toot Sweets’ Facebook page www.facebook.com/TootSweetsvan .
As we approach
the end of the
year this to
update you on
our Sponsorship
of Abonesh.
All out subs have been paid for 2020. In addition we have
sent cash gifts to Abonesh for her birthday, Easter and
now Christmas. We have also sent £40.00 for an
emergency Covid appeal (courtesy of the generosity of
one of our team) and £46 to the general Christmas fund
which ensures that all children in Compassion projects get
a Christmas gift even if they don't have an individual
sponsor. So quite a satisfactory year financially for us.
In addition Margaret Payne keeps in touch with Abonesh
on a regular basis throughout the year and sends a
package for her birthday and Christmas. Sadly we are very
limited in what we can send - only paper products of a

limited size and with little printed word because of
language differences. However, notebooks and stickers
we hope are always appreciated. Correspondence has
been rather hit-and-miss with the pandemic ongoing but
we will try to publish any letter which we get from
Abonesh; also the Compassion prayer diary for those who
would like to support the work of Compassion throughout
the world in prayer.
So thank you to all our team of sponsors. It has been a
difficult year to collect with our lockdowns but I have
been able to provide financial support and have a 'float'
left in hand ready to start again in January. The
subscription will remain at £15.00 for 2021.
On behalf of Compassion and the children, thank you for
your continued generous support.
Kay

PRAYER CHAIN - If you need prayer for yourself or another then
there is a team of people ready to pray. For Locking, please
contact Anne Wilkins – e-mail revdannelee@yahoo.co.uk or
phone 823556 or for Hutton Kay Cole e-mail kcole1307@ gmail.
com or phone 811424 and they will send out the prayer request.
Prayer requests - please feel free to send prayer requests to Chris
in the office, if you would like them to be included on this sheet, or
call Anne on 823556 or 07964 764324. If you would like someone
to pray with you please call Anne and she will pray on the phone.

LENTIL DHAL

We have a new FREE telephone
line for you to ring to hear
comforting hymns, daily prayers
and reflections.

Are you in need of some daily
hope during this lockdown?

Please pray for Diane Hiscocks as she is working at Weston
General Hospital on the Covid ward. Pray for her safety as well as
all the other staff.

From: Nosh - Vegan by Joy May

1 1/2 mugs/375g basmati rice
2 tablespoons coconut oil
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, chopped
2 tablespoons freshly grated ginger
2 teaspoons cumin
2 teaspoons garam masala
1 teaspoon turmeric
1 fat red chilli, chopped
1 tablespoon coconut sugar (I use granulated)
1/2 mug/150m1 water + 1 veg stock cube
6 tomatoes, chopped
2 x 400g tins green lentils, rinsed and drained
400ml tin coconut milk
1/2 mug/100g cashews
2 tablespoons freshly chopped coriander to serve
1. Put the rice in a saucepan with 3 mugs of boiling
water. Bring to the boil and then turn down to
simmer, with a lid on the pan, for 10 minutes.

LISTENING CHAPLAINCY PHONELINE
Serving Bristol, Somerset and South Gloucestershire

We are a faith-based service offering chaplaincy
support for people of all faiths and none in times of
emergency
Are you recently bereaved or concerned about end
of life issues? Are you a key worker overwhelmed by
what you are facing or dealing with at work? Are you
worried about someone who is seriously ill,
especially if you can't visit them? Are you anxious
about the effect that the COVED 19 crisis is having
on your life? Maybe you would just like someone
from the faith communities to talk to.
If you live in the Bristol, Somerset or South
Gloucestershire area: Call 0330 229 1700
• 8am-11pm • 7 days a week
CARING and CONFIDENTIAL
The Faith Communities Major Emergencies Team serving Bristol,
Somerset and South Gloucestershire

2. Heat the oil in a wok, or large frying pan. Add the
onions and garlic and fry for 2 minutes.
3. Add the ginger, cumin, garam masala, turmeric and
chilli. Fry for a further 2 minutes and season well.
4. Add the rest of the ingredients and simmer gently
for 5 minutes.
5. Serve with the rice, and garnish with coriander.

